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Potentially relevant articles identified and
screened for retrieval (n=545)

496 articles excluded:

< 276 articles: other than hepatitis C

< 94 articles: clinical intervention or drug
treatment

3 < 65 articles: narrative reviews or letters
< 41 articles: not in English language
< 11 articles: case reports
< 6 articles: experimental studies
< 3 articles: meta-analyses
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Potentially relevant articles identified
after the first selection (n=49)

27 further articles excluded:

< 19 articles: lack of control group or HCV
——> un-exposure group

< 5 articles: incomplete data

< 3 articles: duplicate publications
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22 qualified articles (27 unique studies):
< 12 longitudinal studies (1,972,044 subjects)
< 15 cross-sectional studies (937,607 subjects)

Supporting Figure S1. The PRISMA flow chart



